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The Mission Bell  
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When you live on a lake in northern Minnesota, you know the haunting call of the loon.  I find that 

hearing one or two in the night is most comforting.  It makes me feel that all is well on the lake 

though according to a little research, some calls are done in distress.  According to naturalist,  

Charlton Ogburn, the loonôs call is simply ñdevastating.ò  He says, ñ...to me, that broken, pealing cry 

is at once one of anguish and triumph such as life has surely earned the right to voice to the  

heavenly orbs as they come twinkling on.ò However you find the call of the Common Loon on the 

Mission Lakes, it surely evokes some emotion that is connected to the nature around us.    

                                                                                                                              ~ Rebecca Timmins 
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òThe  yodel  call 

of the Loon is 

produced only by 

the male and is a 

signature of 

territory.ó 

2017 Annual Meeting notes 
The Missions Lakes Association annual meeting was held on Saturday, 

May 27,2017 with many new people in attendance.  The group  

recognized the loss of long-time board president, Warren Herold.  He was 

a dedicated member of this community and worked diligently for the  

Mission Lakes.  

Before the meeting officially began, representatives from the local EMT 

service and Fire Department invited the attendees to take part in free 

training that is offered to the public on the last Wednesday of every month 

at the Mission Town Hall. 

During the open forum, there was a discussion about the number of  

cormorants on the lakes.  Board president, Nick Bernier has spoken to 

the local DNR nongame wildlife specialist, Kevin Woizeschke, who  

empathizes, but notes that these are a protected bird. 

surveillance/ mapping, clerical 

work, grant applying etc. Now 

more than ever we need time 

and/or treasure from more 

members because of the work 

and expense involved. Please 

step up and help us maintain 

our lakesô esthetic values, 

navigability, and property  

values!          ~ Nick Bernier 

Notes from Nick 
With this yearôs sudden  

proliferation of Aquatic  

Invasive Species [curly leaf 

pondweed (CLP) and Eurasian 

watermilfoil (EWM)] in both 

lakes, and the future threat of 

same in future years, it is  

becoming very difficult to  

manage all this with only a few 

active members doing AIS 

A young visitor to the lake 

bags a nice sunny. 

 

A view to the lake.  Road speed along Highway 19 was also cited as problematic.  The flashing speed indicator was installed 

next to the speed limit sign during the months of June and July.  The speed limit on County Road 19 along 

the stretch next to Upper Mission is 35 mph. 

 

Treasurer, Cheryl Turcotte reported that 115 lake members had financially contributed in 2016.  As of the 

date of the meeting, 59 had contributed in 2017.  At the time of the meeting, $10,378 was available in the 

savings account, and $24,125 was available in checking. 

 

The Aquatic Vegetation Committee reported that receiving information about the location of invasive  

vegetation by volunteers is essential.  Committee members reported that many people making  

observations is important because the weather elements have to be correctly aligned for the weeds to be 

clearly seen.  With many people out at different times, it helps to have many looking for the weeds.  Our 

former DNR representative, Dan Swanson, has retired so the board is working with a new  

person.  There have been a few, small delays, so the Curly Leaf Pond Weed (CLP) was treated 

just a bit later this year than previous years.  The cost of treating CLP is about $560 per acre 

and $800 per acre to treat Eurasian Milfoil.  If there is a problem spot that is not being treated 

currently and a member is willing to donate for that spot, please contact Nick Bernier. 

 

No Zebra Mussels have been found in either Upper or Lower Mission Lakes.  Starry Stone Wart 

has also not been found. The DNR has allowed us 200 hours of monitoring at each public  

access to help prevent invasive species from entering our lakes. 

                                      Meeting Minutes continued on next page 


